PATAST S FOLIY : WO, B

sesfeiani el e ety e sl e s e e sl sl ol 1T o a8l @ o i e e e e sl i sttt

& Pridey-to--Tuesdey spent in the comwany of fane followiar bhees
Sieasl crlile,

o P ) s 8 < o U i 4
REREEEEEE L
RRIGR b e

n-
o]

¥id et B

C
v

I der't knew hew the hell I am zeoing te write this. I =, es
Pang pes lelerably sane, after being chivvied around fuom VWriday to Tiesduy on o
Fafiatico Sony of London it seems sufficient oruse fop pejoicing vhet T em not auite
rzéuced o yibbering idiogy, Eat Wicha:l sav:s Lolus about the time I had
Tuoass of you whe imow picheel will lmiow tue Forcr worronality, NI IR 1L L,
do we grawl eway and hide for another throo cr i ws from the Fury that is Tancdom.
EDLgiin #iok savs differentily, liichasel ®uurs to 11 abcut the time I bhed, Se
about the tine I had.

T hed wnstiuctions to aeed the Sheflielid train anr-
B0 ¢ ot the Tockstall aleng with Tennon
cw, ) Thaia was about tas alears
Iaere Sere olplypSEreslieniEiallls, whien

sl by Ste P21 chs. s . Ao #2030, ]
Feobert aud someens colled nierion, (ot o
€t inscructicn ¥ reneived the whols time,

QL 30HL LU

gave ne a 9Q/80 chance of velng in tue right place,  ‘wd there weve enly thooe
couples whe could be Lenson Herberd-andsijarion, Tone of thiem was, of coursc, i

zot some funny looks about asking them, At the tine I cculdn't understand anycio
resenting being taken for Fenscon Herberth.

Yichael I recognised by the copy of WRIGTELw
sils LIRS that he unsuccessfully tricd to valm off on me on several later occe.slons,
In coew pou sre one of the 2/ of British fans who have not met him, ifickael is ohort,
hedt;, duilk and Jovial, The zirl with him, a good-lcoking well~-built wenca, was
inbrodiuced as Joyee FPairbairn, She dmmediately denosited three or four tens o
vagzese on me and departed on & search for -- she claimed w= o pgirl-friend, T ched
and I rclidscovered her some time later cornering a counle of Yank GIs in an alecyr.
The fanks leoked seared but virtuous.

liichael cxplained Benson's absence by thr inod
thai « party was in progress at Drayton Gardens wherc a barrel of beer was huint
broacled. What we actually found was no becr but an injunction o keep oulet se
somccne wes bhaving a baby, That was probably the ost conventional thing thal
hapocned av Drayton Gardens during the week-cnd.

“je wiere grocted by Benson hamsel”
.
[}

the langpin of (Ttopian Publications, (Publishcrs of "PUTURIST Fm.'EINITI"", ."CI‘_
WITIOUT GOWHS", etc. ote.) ile is small, sensitive of visage, fond of mJ..x:_nngm.... -
ferent types of peovle like cocktails, and, on tho surface anyvay, Very 30‘36‘“"'“?"':
pered, e introdnced us to larion, whe is cven smaller, very dark, good-loowil.,
and spealzs with an aftractive accent. Botter shill she ¢oesn't speak much. e
a pleasant relicf when the rest of us vere talking cven morc simultancously than u.sual
to be awarc of a silver oasis of silonee in our midks, Juict weople should br")Pl_.O":.
tected from fans.  Benson also introduced us to Ron lanc, o medium-built, spectasles
JTortherner, +who apent the weck-cnd getting lost and buying co108l:‘a&}-l}y".‘tﬂ‘l‘3"0‘1:;‘7’9"1’E
devoted to, such people as lenry }Moore and Rmrner (not IElatmer, T am informe . .

Ls I was lcaving for the Park lanc 04 hosttel where I was stoying the "f}lgm 1_;‘?““
Antrodnced to two merc weaches, Ray and Sophie. I was to mecet them tulce a%al.lu
Onece at Bartorclli's resteraunt vhen they heeld o conversation with Benson aCross

2 score of other dincrs, and sgain the nextt weekend.

-.lal}

Before I go on to Saturdaz, a

word or two about 34 Drayton Gerdens, Iichacl described it as an "anar‘-‘«zzs't hﬁuc;’“
neld", and if by "anarchist" is mcent "wildly chootic”, I o;mubounc'l tomagfn 1Yo o
things as the long-red-haired Bohemian who dr ifted in and out of the foom WAL
were having tea one doy, and did not, apparen-tly, sce us; the engaging
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having visitors spend cvery night not only in a diffcerunt bed but in a diffcrent room;

and mr walling one merning into whatv had previcusly ween a sitting-reom to find o
s o in bed and a fiimsy nightgovn ——— these things deo av

Loveay young wioman sith:
W A sples To Ilicf

The fellouing sorning
atber aiting less than half am hour for thcm
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i mcicebhes otiernes At lazhile® Lhwichs
¢y rolled ue, and we accompanicd

Wichoo in & bocklmnt up cnd doun Chariny Oross Aoad, aport from Joyco taking us
¢l Ter  a frec ride in the wrong bus the sorning »asecd fairly uneventfully. Joyee,
Hor, menson and I helped Hichael considcerauly. “ihenover e found a book with a title

like Y0Ff Two “forlds -~ a Story of Iove L,t siigecacing Soclal 'F’o:frtcrs", or "Pantastic
Tales for Teddierst, zic'passcd it over te Jiichacl at ance. I rugt say thai ilichacl
vas less zrateful t1 . he mght have L\,cn fox this assistance.

.

Around 1 o'ecloc: e met

Marion, ¥Wally Gillings and jiarold Chibbett anc icnt for lunch, Since Jllchacl “ias

the sole wo ot rien of the elght of us it qsals democroticelly docided to go to bec‘-ls‘
~mw 50 the Jalad Howl! #Zon Lanc and I, with no hanizering for rabbit-food, raised a
violont orotest and formed a mincrity parts for the a la Carte. At the last moment

Wally aleo backelid and Joined us, Over lunch he teld us all about the rosy fuiture
of Rudtisn scicrnec~fiction, snd Wally and I teld cach other vwhat a grand life is the

Y
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srold Chibkett 1ot us after lunch aitd after®silct of the usual irdecisive

arpiing s "co whether o u.'.culd @c to se¢ the Russgian raasical, "Wolga~Volga™, e found

it corvenient %o split into two puartics, ilnrion, Benson and Wally lcaving the other
e 2 = =
foue off ny at the Hotional u._,aller_;,. vhere [ learnsd hev ifichacl Classifics reeple.

A ER) s o T s R p
pitts Shon in four broad divisions Peconis who 1like cats. Poople vho Lulic degs.
[ . o - . ’ .

Peopliepict 1ilke BHEN . calss ambl do¢r Lnd peonle vho 1ilke neither, The¥enly  burning

question new is how dogs and cats classifv liichacl,

Yo deft the ety Gall, when Jeyec

began to feel bungry, o comaon cenditicn of hers, Wie ducned for the better part of
an hour for a ap of ten and an eclair affair. The cthers ucre preatly amiscd vhen
I bit my cclair and it spat orcom all over uy uniforn. i titherad old hag at the

sanc walbl ~w of disreputable appearcnce and unquestionablc lewlife, claimed it was tuc
funniest thing she had e¢cen since her grandfather got cut in t.0 By a scythe on {he
ay of vhe :aterloo ccltlirazions,
"Then I had been wiped fairly clean wic sct ofi for
Hareld Chibbett?!s place., o4 the Piceadilly Circus Tube Joyce succecded in los ng

84, of minc in the ticket machine, Shc them rolged Cain Gith'overy offieinl in
sight until finally we fourd ourscolves with 5 tickets for 4 people and the lasting
owaum or the IPTR.,  Jorce BWad her rovenge though,  On the sy back she tock ilichacl
and Ron through a sceret oxit of her cun and aveidcd paying the 5/2 rcturn fare. -

01 COUTrse ncvey g(‘.:' Wy . d
L] C AN T o0,
.-'- - tl‘lc ‘Jhlbbc v L d SEWR SR ..’OI’!D_L,Y .AOlCOInUd bJ ]'Ia.fold alld

Lily, and madc the acouaintance of lieuricc Hugd who viags round bcrro*:ing:’iiAZIHG NULRT-

v ] - -
ERLIES.  During tLe cvening Roland Forster rollcd up on his vay back from LIA~lcave,

anc fime passr«l in the anootzm sive, maddening way it docs vhen eur kind of wpconle ore

discussing cur kind of gon leg, 411 toc soon it was timc fer Roland to catch his

boat-train; ond Joyec, oL, 1.-;ichacl, taurice and I sct cut for the Bounds Green Tdbce
“rain Joyece noticed Xeland's Iesperantc Star on his tie. 50,

=G 1131‘1, Vhile TN gl
sitting beeade him, shc
They failed o undox i
were three net undcrstis
B C}.]?“O% bocame comple so! ienrn Reporanto and bo wadersiced an;mlkrc'
KA Y A e o o A ,..";;.;.;. IR

TZ2TD ON VIDAY BY CSYDUI, o =% SowrITTTs DAY o

sbove the roar of the Tubc, to converse in Tsperanto,
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other, So she called Iiichacl in tec help. Then thore
Ling cach other, inally she tooﬁr out a pocket vocabulary -
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Kow | amy, ) O Ve s e Lty
A small voice strolled in through.lhe ever-onen door oif 24 Drayton
Gardens on Sunday Morning and aeslked one of {he nuwwerous inhabitante
if "they' were up., They weren't. Anc so Sam Youd strolls into my room,
having arrived too early ~ very siily of him rzally, beccuse we
arranged the night before 1o mcet at ten the inllowing morning. Sem
st have thought we uetﬁt ik ) anderorived ‘ot L@lDG ¥ Fhake up the
cuties of host and ghow Sam round my letest »edronsm - we chenge rooms
gach nighty-probably & fovizge wfour oot o nrevont Ue getting bored.,
A=L the rooms h¢ v2 «tvo things in comizon howevor s.a Glvan snd an
cnticing ljbra179 the Adven bHaang Dig zno h Tor two - thiz engender-
ing @ snirit of Tdwai v e miog: in thesgusots vhen they retired,

This iine ~“rr lTibrary concisted wrincisally of art bopoks,
rotably o magnificent Blake which I exhibiteq praudlj. The night before
It wes latisce and Henry 'oores,; an’ hoke on nrinting, while Mike had
Fryuet and several lfonesuch Tor compeny,

Tventually T oset forth a1 the havardous trip to the bath-
rosing dodging a sort “9f Nantesn sccvence of wild eved floating lorns
on Luae way, An amazing house, -hin, tJe netives heve apharently
refigned thengelves to a comaunal 1ife in <hich ell thlngs are »oonled
vrum rooms and the clothes.ther-in to whe flaating population which
wenders in and out throughput the oot

n cnteringz the kitchen i ge
thr.t the nopulcotisn of 2’ YIES f‘pl".- alous - at lzast observed Sundiy,
Ther wore clothes instead of drogs 54 ”3Jn rans being above such
unsoirituel matters as ujﬂn{ bre:. "x',uut WES ‘,‘)01’“ over, altho it wss &
r ther intense ewveriencs while it lscted - efter all, prrricge <nd
rose hip cyrun... and lime juice In tea, Veguelsw discuwsing the deys
oroagralnne we wendered Lff over o broken down well end sn omateurisii
cubbage nateh 1n search o7 a phsne boy,; it bBeing pog-ibls thet 5 ond
of" tht Trne-intthe Isadm aren nmght be froe, Tt turnsg out that rmce
Gufiron dis in Abterdesn visiting feboter who will be in London the
nevt weckend, and go T have o Tong talk with “ruce's father. Altgr
answering gll hic cuestiong ehouwt fanmdon (Jueidly T wes olone in the
p: e, 5 xiﬁ Tintternnt Lo disillusion him chovl this iumour of
IHenchester weather =hich has gol around,.You now the way ivm.urs,
PLRE O I
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r=c"1 L hrepkfast I ohserved

By this time the lesg spiritual types ormongst us buP]
to clianour for food, ¢nd efter a prel"m*narv lubricetdon of the tonslls
we nexrd Do the SALAD BOILgnat without soas proteet from Sam and I,
anoweve:r. It must be caﬂieumtd thaet ot the 88740 RO, there is & most
interenting servizce, a8 vou can talle vhrt wou went, the price being:
fixed. Thie probebly ex-isine the stiraction oi the SAD RO, for
ccrt&in person, but Ssm cnd I ore not taspted, and retire to hove a
meal cnd not o mouthful »F woi srass.

After dinner we forna thet we hed nlianned 1o go to the
Imternctional Youth Centre, none of us heing memb@iers, For £ope reason
we stick to this plen, despite the nrotegt of Joyce, La NDomna est
¥obile, An” how, Efter & »ide in a taxi which held four the six o? us
morched intn the Intoernationsn Youth Centrs end Duke-ofdVYork-wis
werched out again to be phntoed on the steps by yrs. truly, efter Whloh
we left f'or the Peruvian "mbassy. Pftﬁr en wﬂgﬁyabln time theﬁﬂ, scme-
one mentioned that "3 "Jells lived gquite ne.ry; and we (TOpDe& RHES 2
Tube stotim cn¢ phoned up him end sons oﬁher friends, Mr. 'Mells was in




y tn¢ wourld be glad to see usz, ¢t ol
‘e contactid = fow other peopl.. Alel
wut as goon aos the rapﬁ\rt Wl 2otenl
sez us, after ~hich h. imisdictely br
Frofescor Joad was unluvkLlj cate. ;s fron home,
Leski cnd Beaverbroask,; and asrronsaed 7or eoch
Street at 4 o'2lock, Je woren'l zhle to wiin
ungorubted histordcal interest) in view i

SIS incy ,o call lcoter on

(st

tair Cr)wlﬁw 28 easily recched,
hed he cent ulh cetrel body to
L. e eouldatt discover why.

but we did menegc 1o rerch
w be at IO D>wn1ng

pss the we ting (of
tie inriense erowds precent,

3 O S sl - ‘)n;i il

ATtEP 2 1WHils cttompt to nersuade
inty eech »thers arvs, - )
“Te knocked at the door in MESL TN (o) g

'ies oped by &

AR

teo strangers %3 fall

taft oo wir osaiatmont with ™6 wWallsg, and

Tlecey

rybot in arstty nduk lace

“Tith Vaselined hrir znd & bras: belly-cace

Lné a frog-like 1&0;.

Yo ushered us in with & ratile :no

‘le elimbed the Grezxn Cernct behind

groan,
his souare done

And entersd z room £ill-¢ with tone upon touls

Ané a two testhed conab.

Soon there entered Hur Yot clad in futuvrist ztyla,
¥on=utility, gusranteed to lact Tor & -hile,
And he gazed upon us with o windering smile,

At nach guilelcss Adlal,

Iiike “rake the cilence risht vigorously
4ith 'Je be fanec from the orth, from the “outh, from the
Our mags be widespresd,; bpur tongues be richt freo, [Sea

Our abilities great, cez we.

Vie all like clence-flct on znd

&1l read vour stuly =!

(5>mexme said 'Tey, nay' und wes cuclled with a mufr)
e live Dor the “uture end this Jtopicn stuff -

Beneon muttered 'Inough't.

'"Jell', seaid Jélls, 'T'nm pleused to meet

Huch veliant souvls, go voung and s

“ut ve can telk much more conforts

and have something to cat,

0 sweet,

Lly if we 211 take a sew

'Bobby', he cd led, ¢nd 3obby clanked in,

"le're fe-linz quite hungry, plzasa
had tea bBeing over hie aslked with a
Con I help vyou in’-'

*Trepresent FIDOY .caid liike with a

3 open a tin'
grin

chout,

End I edit FAV'geid Same with o pout,
'T'mt knovm for FR:D'T' gaic RL 'if for owt'

“Ané Benson blushed ond geid nowt,

YThet ¢o you think', said we cll in a burst,
Of the ‘Jer, of the Pecce, of the hOﬁrlh10 "Pcr st.



Would you like to kill Churchill if only thou durst
Do you expect the best or the worst.

Do you like chipg or Japs or gung,

Or motors. or cricketers end their ‘many runs
Do you approve of Taster and hot cross buns,:
Dn vou believe in ghost or puns?

Ve want to know why and wherefore znd how
Wle want to write ‘up. this trip we trow

A8 editors we're Zhort of meterial just now,
Rut otherwise we're quite a wow.!

e started to tell us end went on and on

But swore us to secrcey whilc urd er this sun,
Rut in any ca-e among us there' nomke '3y

iho dare use this con,!

30 later thet evening we coftly arose,

Ané left Mr slls in & state of repose

Ané escortec: by Bobky who creplt on his toes
Made a dash for the mubs bef» re they could closes
| after which
we went to the Vie snd Albert Magarine - dsmn - Museum and contemplated
Tireirons until sufficiently herdened. Then Joyce and T went to see

A DOLT'S V8™ at the Arts theetre vhile Mike was psychoanalysed...

but that's cnothesr siIry. !
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This is the more~ar-less official record of a weekend spert
in London during Auzust, 1945 by a varying and heberozenious group «f
fantasy fahs, The nucleus congisted of C, S. Youd of Eastlad th on CLF
lsave, Benaon Herbert of I.ondon, Joyce Fdarbalrn of Sheffield, Ron Lane
of Manchester and J.il.Rosenblum of Leods, Other partisipants inchided =
R. G.Medhurset, Wally Gillin-m, Hal Chibbett, ilaurice Huzl, Roland Forster
Nerman Larmb of Toronte, Syd Hounde and assoted spouses and things. This
arcount 18 prepared soctionally by various pecple =nd, though true in
epirit, need not he taken as absolutely accurate in fact. Sam Youd
miahes 1t to he taken as "FAUTAST'S FOLLY I1I" for the record, vhilst
J,ii,Rosenblum points cut that it 19 sirmvultaneously "BROWSING' no. 11;
thus crusing a criais in the Swisher filea. Distibuted thru FAPA and
BRitish Fantasy Society mailin m. Published from 4 Granze Terrace,leeds.
Acccounts of varicus cther visite and travels during the fellowing weeks
may be attached, cr their publication will follow shertly.



Benaon Herbert takes over, wilth ULy il GHT.

"Up te the wge of five, who wne meore mad »t you, your mother or your
TathdneY

Bxhaunsted after o day of re-jcyning, lilke lay stretched cn = divan in
the LUrayton Gardens bascomont vhile Sqm read out the question ccldly, ineic.
ivelye. No socner had liike wearily siven *he answer: "Each wags madder than
the other" when “am rentinued sevorelyi-

"DUo lkleky woume aarteocns give you ni ditmarcs?®

"Or would you rather be a fish?" Interrrupted the hrored Eh, shyly :

hicddenSén damerndrthehind a mountain of fanzines.

Sam i mored the rem~rk =:Ind wvent cn with the srigntifins proving of
aike's chariater. Thie hi-hly persennl nnd mere than acrevhatenbarassing
quiz cam2 frem a "knou yourself" bock hy Garhardi & Prinne Leewenatein, the
latter having nersonal ceonneeticnt in DG in the fern cof iiiss Fifi Sechuster,
the 131 terary ament in th: ntting

Deeper and deepor probved “am, while idike desperately tried 4c angwer
without revealing teo much of his long=dictant aklldnncd. After eone and o
half keurs of milliin - third degrae, Sun read cut i's character frem the
bark of the bock with maliciong plensure. li.shuddered and denied the whele
thing, demanding a repeat of the gquiz. (327 was the first tc point cut hew
inanaurate the bvleaged *hing cras, =0 there - Jili)

This tine =i ook the chalr and went througn the whels horrible ri gsr
arcle again, with one gli -ht ¢ifferenne--ii thi~ firse aarefully gave differa:
anawdre . The reésult however turned outr ¢ven worge than befprey and i was
g+t1l diasatiafiad,

The ecenclusion sppeared to be that if only i had bheen a weonan, he wonl
khavebhbecr. & grand chnp. L7 a male hovever he was undcubtadly n nisfit, as
he didn't fit into the heclt at alle SH elrined the veck was infallibvle, and
guggested thot 11 had been rezgdotered as & voy by an inorant doector. {Take
ne netice folks, thi~ is ienacn's idea of hurncur - JLR).

i retorted hy reading his own-hercareps, wileh made hirm cut to be 2
governrent Inspecter. (The *thing 2ctually roaxd, suited for a governor or
inapector, something cuaht +o be dene about this ferbert humour! - JIR)

Brovned off hy I's ¢lusive character, vre emeraged from the hasenent.
3am and B had a rnement of horror when they prused at the top cf the stens,
turned andé =aw i:'s hoad apparently heopbing upside~dowrn uvup the steps witkhoutd
his body. This however war enly an cptical illusilen, as l'e fare is syrmot-
rical ahout - hcrizontal linc threud: the rridee of his nose. Groucho-~lilko,
the eyebrows join up, and cannct be distinmiched from his mcustarnoes In
fant k's face is definitely imprevad by inversicn, a= B found by standing
on hils hezd in-«the middlc c¢f the street. This anci muity, coupled with iits
uncertain soxualiiy, ~culd probably be ren~cneiled with a bunne ni #ntrare
whare backwards. cannnt be distinmuished fron ferrards. On this thecr;, it
fellows that in a nudist camp, you cculd not tell vhether K is walking
b ackwards or forwards, nor vihether he 16 etanding on hiec feet cr hie head.

On top of this, ycu rcceollent that M gave twe quite different accout-
of his life when quizzed by Sari and B. We mast suppcse that in one casc he
reccunted, his past, in the other his future (second) childhocd.

Past and futars, pneckwards and forvards, up and down, man and woman
-=-=it 3ig all the same to iiikee~~-a thorouhly syrmtirical personality in
fcur dimensiorns.

We thrse scl off down the Cld Brormpton Road and entered the inevitanlo
Italian cafd, where I was mpreatl; erbarassced te disecver two Polish girie
vho had created scmathinzg of a disturbance on Friday night. Those present
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4z recolleet how one of th: Zirl: planad 2 cupful of water on the bed
(sorry -~ divan) just as Binson was ‘hout to sit dewn., The glrles insisted
cn carrying cn a ccnversation acress the ocafé with Benson and even <uitino
bim to relay orders tc a ecnfused wiiter. As a result we gct +the girls i
upper and they got curs.,
Un the way heme, we dicruzsed plans for the morrow, and mads 1 ¥Yow tc
rtick fo a2 definite programme. “he three.of us outnurbered Joyee and Ren,
and we ralt that by firm revclve now, we nould prevunt apending he enti~c
lienday at a atreet corner arauing vhere tn 2c next.
However, on reaching Drayton Gardens, Joyce baat ue to the draw, cpend
her mouth forst, and tormmy-bormbed cur plany %o +he Kensingbtcen hreezac.
She and Ron had just arrived, suppooedly from the Arts Theatre Club,
tacuh “here was a suspicicus air of camaraderie between the two, and Ron
winced ooyly under scrutiny. Ead Ron been led up lovers' lane? Beginners
“ n re~Joycinzg get that way. Later on they shrivel and devalope spots,
Just as If thoy drank viregar. Thon they dry up, losing all their joyce,
=pin & rcacoon cut of pulp mazs, hant on a branch of literature, =nd fin~
ally a moth enerzes knon a8 Fly-by- nbzht.

The party broke up after a nightcap of rose-hip julce and nonkeynute .

_HOBTAY

Monday was ths climax of a arazy wsekend., Thelast nidht's Ansly 2ic cf
the deuble~fared, double-sided, double-sexed liikehad creatsd a varp
during the nidat and rconsequently time was reversedon thseionday .

W2 benan by winz to beds, Lot all the sams bed, of ~curse. To avoid.
confusi cn 2 had bettor bemin at the end of the'day, vhich was breakfaat
f«ith the Dray*conGardens nunnery. . Prinm place, Kensinagton - theyndefine
agx ag “at the coalrian puts thae ecoal in.

It was to e an ocking day (to o7k = to go in search of cerult books;
te be foyled - t¢ be awindlsd into ruying seecond-hand book?), in epite
cf all premicus plans to *the contrary.

J oyce and Fieha2l went to Gecr ® iiedhursts coal-mine in FinborouzhRd.
+hile th re=t -randered to a phone box there Benscn rang up every rediun
hz knew. T hen we tock Lan: back along the back lane. Ron filled his

. 3 LT R "a
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noal-rine, kesping a furtivs eye on the closed doors of the pub vhich
bulzes ovt in the ~‘ddle of the road a few yards away in front of Georage's
deririle. Practically an annex. Now we knew why sc¢ many fans yere .there.
At elsven o'emlcek, the coale-nmine spewad forth fans éike tccthepastes from

and 3 ached 2 doorg just aa they opened.

a’E@giﬁoiggtéﬁkgﬁioﬁigqﬁﬁy c§n§x forman Iambf;% o appeared to have

mosmorisod the artire contents of Puneh volumes frem 1880 1o 1890 and
talked interminably without anyons mying atiention. Norman shoeé  graat

appre~i ation of hio atcries so +they rust have been bad. i
¢ pghere aas a achoeme affot to materialise Loveeraft, and angther to

. &q%tgrialise the late medium Rudi Sehelner,,vhe would Shen in turn

materialiss Hugzo Garntbask's matornal grandmother.

After the ucual Italian lunch,, oight of us packed into one taxi and
repaired to lire. H arwvey, o mediun of Xni dn+shridge - a well-kntron
peyaliometriot, short, plump,, with pieraingz eye~, an air of bonhonie:
ard A& huse blank cat wi+h iridsescent hair. Her rocn 1A decorated with
Red Indian masks and photos with spirit extras, and looks respetably

Taony s d 1 tinles,, 2 pipe
Shé pa=ssd a tray arcund, on vhich we placed psrsonal ariticlos,, 2 Dl
« from Syggipen fren ﬁike.,ai% nags from Benson,. and so on. Harvey plrked up

<
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crieé ¢f the pens, turned it rcund and reound, pacsed it r-pidly from one hand
to the other, nd finally pressed one end of the pen on her fershead, clcwad
nar gyes, and began diseussing the owner's ypast, preawnt, and future in gen-
eral termm. ol
Bhe inpresged necet of the gang, but Senaon, who ¥new her well from provi
tous years, thcught she wag rmuech bett.r in a py*Vttp sitting, thoush grcuyp
sittings are undoubtedly mere fun, Ohv*ouqJJ in publie she cannct be intinote
Laybe he was. jusi annoyed e che told him that in personal matters he
shouwld have a chne=-track 1vind, whinh goes dend azminet his rature. Legides,
nw*raJ ¢itdn'% aparify vhirh track. The sedium'as veine deepened zndé harshene:
vheniie e te S3%any evidently she sensed « cortain qcept*n‘sm. hut inateid
cf passing ovar him qu*oxly, she kb>t vorrying him and probing deoper and
deipsy until pocr old Sam showed aiome of digoomfeort. isichasl thoudit he swas
getting nis revenge for the previcus nicht.
Harve; interpolath that cshe disliked anakes =-- Joyce glggled. Harvey
askzd how ruch wo weculd take Teor the nytinles on the tray. Ve sold the lot ¢

> party arew recstive towards Sprr, as we had an appointment with ancther
mediun it George's air-raid shelter. (ncte Benson's "poetie" desckiptions cof

the liedhurst hasene nt flat - JLR) So Goorge went off firet to open the dcor,

and the remainder reached the rendesvous by deviocus rcecuteg, as no trxi aculd

be found to take so many.

Vhen we arrived, the medium was already sitting in s dark roonm wikh a
girl called Yvenne. licw Benson had imhibed too 2uek ligucr and f£8lt a press
ing need which could not be met, as the only route te the reguirement led
threuth tho sédance rcorl.

At l-9t T Yvwenne finishoed and Benscn stumbled impatiently threuch the |
cark. The medium, nrs Elliott, -lready beg:n to tzlk cf puides, and suehlike,
and 3enscn had scme difficulty in pcrqunaing her that he had not core fom a
spiritunl purposce but u paysicil ons, _iedium sald it vas ok g8 she nch“d
have o rest while Denson was out thure enjoying himeelf, On thie oeccoerion
her elairvoyancs must have alipped, for she certninly had no rest, cn anc-
cunt of Senson, who on his way rack fronm the place cf de freshnent (sic) 1ot
-n a kitten vhirh played Hely Jake with lirs Plllott'e aides. It appers that
cuides do not llke ki “tens, nmaybe because this cne ins indecent oving to a
"-rhlj de 11 cate operation just perfermed or 14, and was prcobably full of

gartrhly thou fnte and spirits have a naturnl avcrsion frem acrieulture. The
kit*vn hovigver tock =2 faney +tc the suidaes and refusgsed to dopart,: leading
Henson a mighty dance under thie tables and chaire. Benacn, perspiring on =]l
feurs, thou@t he'd gragpsed the anid-l's +all cnae, but 1t turned out td he
the mediurie foot, and the guides were nct plensed nny more by that. Bernecn
alsc intreduced his head to sorme cbjeet in the darknceas “hers nc objcet
gsheceld have been, but it wag definitely narder than ectoplasnm. The inpact
spilt » shower cf pens and penells from Benson'c breast-pocket. These howe-
3var were easy to find as Benscn knelt on all of thenm several times. Ths
kittzn wvas eventually cornered under on e cf the numerous bookeases which
Gecrz had seen fit to litter around the sdance rcorms It was only then that
the riedium rmildly remarked she wouldn't have minded having the 1ight on
all the tinme.

Feeling slihtly pregudiced against lirs B1lliott, Henoon staggered into
the other rcon where George was talking about = non-pro séance the night
before. It o2ppear? that on this dslectable ancasion o table rose to the
reiling, and a chair slid rapidly backwards throudh the docr. This seerms io
have inpremsed Georpe nc end, perhaps bectuse he was sitting on the chair .
at the time.

Thereafter t111 10 pm we interviewed Lirs Ellio*t one by one, while the
rest wvent out in rejays to chew fried ectoplasm at the Iduty cafe.

Benson thouht the sitting good except for the eliht detail that iirs
Bllictt didn't s2e aye to oye with kirs Harvey. Elllott desaribed Benson's
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speanifather hu*lﬂin: up ~entnl dmaes of seven-peinted atars and pclicer-en!
nelmete cver Benscn's hod se wividly that B .was guite surprised when he
came cut barcheaded.

Joyace and Gecr ® "ore impressed, hut Jeyce wan focleish sncuzh te £
a,~cdvlate rencré ef her «itting in sheortlhand, the resuldy. of which ia -ﬂ’t
nchcoy news wond happ>nﬂd She spent the reet of the evenini.tryinz to renl
it 4ui, but never wt {urthir than <he niddie cf sach scentoenaee vwhinh kind <7
‘diiniahsd the intercst. It avppesrs she further complicated mattera by irn.-
ade iz on epeakin~llspev|nto te the mides.

. Later, Indhe p¥arin 2t we 0t tresd of talling te grandpoeps, anc agkhd
Mika, to shotidhinaeldf: ge sdhat he ~cculd ccrviaicatethren fn Herg Bllictt, fiiks
hewevaer evidennad ccngiderah]e I ckoot yJaiorest, in saientlf i regscarnl nnd
refusad tc eellakerate con tha plen thet 3if we Jidntt hurry *he pub weculo
alcse {1ivel -- a=x if I ar iatercsted in sueh mundane ~a*ters as aleshol «i.)

e wag quite riht and the pnrdy renched Drayton Gardens. danzercusly
schar,

And J. ildchael Tesenhlws tidily completes with the rest of licnday and
- TUEBAAY ¢ o e

Taking ever where BHGLY cff, e wendﬁﬂ hack te LG, - acecrpanisd - hy -
very tedraszicd stray cnt whiech I spent the rest cf the evenlns threwin?
cute & eneral dis~ussion demenerntced intc mr nerhurt predueing folcer afta
frlder of the ~ridnal photc zraihe his Utctpian nudes are taken from; anag
aninsted dimcusgion therecn hetween hin, lerman Lamb, 3am Yecud, Hon Lane &
sur Joyca. I was alrmest hore~de-comhat  cn tha divan behiad thenm; ro.ocinber
I wac a.,-rv man, and the strain wag tellines Eventually everybedy hod te
bg" almest fcrcihlg thfcmn-out ag they were, cf ecurese . sfaupylng iiY roch,
Vgsrever I o tc fan confahg, the ~hole rahccdle ineist cn adopting LY reor
as ~eneral meetinz plasce - I remerber threvinz Gus Willrmertkh and hicy Jeohnse:
scut of my rocm in anchester cnce at 2.30 am ... but I wander.

Tugeday wng ocur luet day. Alazee The tentative - ant how « pro yares
congisted of pockhuntin-g and asgiried farewells. ¥ To start with, the Lray-
tcn Gardenero had. arran ©d tc meet the army in the shape of Lessrs Youd and
that Canadian from pirrin ham, Sext JTarmb; at the stlantis bockshepr to resun
an interupted ar mmeng with the proprieter thereof anent ceeultism. At 10
we ware theres Soon Lir Youd wandered in, but vhere was our stray Lamh?. Jus
after hnalipast in that sentleman wandered - with a terrific pile of bocks.
under each arm. Anparently he'd been up just after Han, anda walting sutsilde
f'ocyles in Char*n Creoss Road when they cpensd. xn heours hasty search hsa
hreu it hin neirly 30 hecks but I ealled him a sentleman 'nos he'd 2lsc cb-
tained a ccuple on ny benalf. Then he and I went throu h the atlantis bocke-
shep steek, whilst the sthers armaeds Then he and I went round the corner t
gee Graften and Co, whore they kebp a card index of "Utcplas and sxkkEEx
Forecasts" which spells n~iencefiction ¢ any fan, vhilst the others still
ared., At Graftone cne is zat at o table, lccke at this card index, and i«
brouht any beck in which cne shows interest. Woe had mederate luck but hor
had juest obtained a ncyy of Fowlwr Wrisat's "World Leloew" when Sam Yeoucd
wancered in after his final disasreement with kr Hou-hton cf the stlantis,
and wanted to fi ht Lorm for the werk. He seened to des.re it quite a lot.

As we departed this neihbourtecd, liorm pessessed three piles of ool
preﬂ%r- cusly fastened with string, and e~cntaining sbout 15 tocks per plle.
Senscn auﬂﬂestau durvinz the lot penporarily at th» office ¢f Utopilan Pulu.
Yiexm heaved a sih of rolief and cally acquicsed. Sc we did. For taose vhe
are interaested, the office of Utopian is situate just behind the "IV of

‘tWhite Iions® on n larx sizm in Carbridee Circus. Thence we lunched; the

3a3lad Bewl awain an I reeollset me aridht.
after lunch we had one seanacs left over fronm the day befere. Lut Low



preferred to ccntinue his seavenidinz at Foyles and its neil hbeourheccd. Sc
that left five of us - Jnoyce, dan, llcn, Benscn and little me, tec g0 and ace
{cr rather hear) 1littlc Tulip =t her Tetreat., Yes this was a levely exanple
of what a faked epiritunlist sennce should he like; though mind yeu, I dorft
=ay 1t wag faked. Only that 1t appeared se. Tut it was priceless; a auardion
fermale dragon showed us into the roor; which was swathed in flowers ana
ecntained a pseudc~zaltar and nusercus cantries; tcld us precigsly where o
3it, placing Berson in a lovely chalr which eritted the nest unearthly ke g-
2aks whenevar he changed kis jositicn or his mind; and then breusht cut cuf
mediuri. We were told to sing hiysns, Pt after the firet feehle attempt, thir
preliminary was dispensed ith. Apparcntly fane don't know any hyrns. Then'
the mediunm want intc trance and wve fordth as Little Tullp, viv a fascinat-
ing 1isp. There was scnuthdin~ for overybedy. Jeyce is a mediunm but should
get over her fenr of epirits; Sm is a table mediunm and sheuld practize thr-
art; myself, I an a healer and have ag zuide n fled Indian nmedecing-man "wivw
fewvers wi st dewn to ze wound", iiensen is zifted with autematic writins
sheuld try it, and with practise ni ht write n bhook iIn time; hut the heunc
wag vroaucht dovn vhen Ren Lane was sclernly informed that he owed «crebody
2 letter. 50 letters d ht have been nearsr the mark.

Back te Charin s Cross Recad and there the party =»lit up. Henson went
cff for sore medienl treatment, wvhilst Jcyee and Ganm wacnpanied licrm to
his railway station, carryinz a Jar e pile of his booke ¢ach; and duly saw
him cif. YWhat happened tc Ron I'm sure I den't know but I went thru Foyle's
bececks o rake sure Ilerm hadn't nissed any. Hoe hadn't - bkl ¥e rendezvcus!':
onece. :ore and heard howr St had refused te alley Joyce to pay his bus fore
back from sceinag licrm offy on the mrounds *hat the cnnducter nigt think
that she was keeping hin., Jeyce vas faselnated by the idea of havinng a kept
rman and dscided there and then to "keep" ue all. 8o she teok ug cff tec have
scrie tea; and cof ccurse landed us at the cheapest place che knew - a veirg
gcr?t of rechanised cafeteria in wileh a meving band prepelled ycur tray
aleny tkilet ycu ran nlen: heside it trying tc approximate ite specd. Tea«w,
wae quite a hilarious nerasicn; we were planning 211 sorte of weird publi- |
cations amid preat merrdnent, and btefore we had findished the adjeining:
tables were treating ue as a free entertainment.

Then Joyce decided to take us off to a cortain pub, with a certain
reputation. Well she ¢t us intc the apprdxinnte vieinity with only tve
nlind alleys entered, and then started nmeking enguiries. We 90t sere quser
lcoks. Anyrate ve found tha place « closed. Sc twas ncther place of aleh-
ohclic Pefreshment we enitered, siczed A tavle and ~encrally talked, drank
and played pintable . gwnos t1i11 i4 was time tc mee about Jogre and I Gopart-
ing. Somehow as we emer«ed, 3am was wewrinz ny trildby, and Joyce his ar:y
heret. And she sat on kis knee nll the vay te St Paneras in a nrcewded bage

T™ere were no platforin tickuets beins fesued at the ataticn; but a «in-
de lock at the officinl and Benscn, Ron and Srr trecoped on te the platfor.
with the two of ua devarting, the railway cempany obli inzly Droush in the
avpropriate train and ve %cok porscaeion of one narriage thersof. W2 conte-
inued to talk. Inter pooule came :nto our carriane {no manmers) sc we ad-
Journed to a truek on the platform t111 twas tine ta tatn, I shall never
forget our Jeycey eat holdiang hands with Benson and Sam and wailing "Zut
I dentt want to ge". I had to et her cn tc the ftrain by hrute forecel! The
~drl likes heth Lendon and fan doinms; but I can't blame her ccs so do Io

However she had a haypy moment a little lat¥n, vhen o dear middls-awd:
ccuple sat cppesite us teck it for wzranted we weras setting off at Nottinh:
and said that they had ocrdered a taxi tc¢ boe waiting and as they lived nesar
the university and we were obviously students, could they ive us a 1ift?
We thanked thom aravely, tcld then we were travelling respectively tc She- !
ffield and ILeeds and thnt we were not students. They were awfully disapp-
cinted., So thsy left and at Sheffield so did Joyce and at Leeds I get cut |
with a larse artillerynan wnd we walked to Chapeltown in the pawring rain
and I went in heme at acout 4dam and that was that. Chesric t111l next tine.
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